PIN: RINDGE HEALTH INV: STIGATION: Health Prob.ems Proven

Tn a one month veriod in late 1979, 14 women or 38% of the
pregnant women on the Pine Ridge Reservation miscarried. Medical
personnel were concerned. The peonle of the reservation were
concerneds,.

That incident brought to a head health issues that had been
develOning for some time among the Lakota people. The elders said
that concer was a "white man®s disease" - that it had not existed
in nrevious generations. Yet each family seemed to have had at
least one death due to the disesse in the nresent generation. Heart
nroblems and resnirstory mroblems seemed to be on the rise, Birth
defects = club feet, heart defects. cleft nalate - were noticed
increcsinely., The rate of comnlicaztions of nregnancy seemed higher...
~nd miscarriages were forcing the birth rate down,

Jomen of All Red Nations, a grassroots organizztion of Indian
women, bhegan & he=lth investigation. Random interviews of Pine
2idre familice were done =2nd commared with a similar group of families
on the Chevenne River Reservation in northern South Dakota. Th-

Tine Ridre interviews revealed a rate of cancer, heart ailments, and

mi=cmrriace far sreater than the Cheyenne River groun. Vater semnles

corrmunity of Red Shirt, tested at a Ranid City lab revenled 2 gross
~1nho rediozctivity level of 19 and 15 nicocuries, resmectively,

Tederal safe®y regulations state that a reading greater than 5 nic-
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ins considered dangerous to life..
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hese results confirmed fears held bv the Lnkota neonle since
urcnivm minine -nd develomnment had begun in the southern Black Hills,
just 75 to 100 miles west of the reservation. Would thev suffer
from the radiorctive wostes 2nd offectes of this inductry? It is well
documented, th~t on June 11, 1962, 200 tons of rodio=ctive mill
teilines =t the uranium mill in Edgemont., South Dr'tota washed into
the Chevenne River =nd tr-veled into the Angostors Reservoir. The
Cheyenne River flows from this Reservoir dom through the Hills

snd oeross the regservation. The Chevenne vnasses within o few hundred

Test of the Hed shirt well here th contrminoted wroter seomrle wes



>t3ken. That well sunnlies w.fter to the community .

Also in cuestion is the nurity of the Arikeree ond Ogalala
acuifers which »nrovide sround water for the reservation =nd its
people. These acuifers, which extend under a large area of south-
western South Dakota, may be affected by exploratory drilling being
done by energy corporations in the area. Such drilling may expose
water supnlies to veins of ursnium =nd the emission of radon gas,

a redioactive uranium by-vroduct which dissolves easily in water.

lany veonle on the reservation also believe that the U.S.
Gunnery Range, =n arez of the reservation retained by the U. S. Air
Force, 1is being used =s a nucle~r and chemical waste dump. They
guestion the impact th-t this might be having on their water, air,
end health.

In Morch, 1980, W.:.R.N¥. demanded immediate a2lternative sources
of water for the Pine Ridsge reservation until the source of these
health »nroblems =2nd woter contaminetion could be isol=ted and averted.
The Envirommental Protection ‘gency. Indian Health Service and the
Bureau of Indien " ffeoirs =11 denied their recuest. The Indisn
Heelth Service, resronsible by federal statute for nrotection of
Indian health, <enied the existence of anr henlth-problem.

WeAJRVI. irvestisators, hovwever, obtained THY records =nd
stotistics nder the Ffreedom of Information ict which revealed rotes
of miscarriage on Pine Ridre seven times the national average and
infant mortality r-tes at more than twice the national r-te.

Dr. Jeffrey Olenick, = v»hysicisn =t the Pine Ridge IHS hosnital,
reported unusual excessive bleseding after niscarriages of Pine
Ridge women nd called for a comnrehensive health study. ‘'nn Corral,
Director of #i=1d He=1lth Hursine &t the hosnital cited high-cz..cer
and diabetes rates among the elderly =nd high rates of renroductive
concer. In an interview with /.2.R.N. 2ttorney Jacoueline Huber, .
IHS iberdeen =rez Acting Director Dr. E.S. Rabeau, mentioned h:i h
rates of bone cancer on the reservation. (Exnerts cite bone marrow
and renroductive orgon tissue os the most sensitive to develovp cancer
as a result of contact with rediation).

Preliminary water tests done by IHS using £PA taken woter
semples revealed gross olnhe levels in wells in Oglala cond llanderson
2lso above federal meximum safety levels ~né thus there is no couse
for concern. The weonle rorcin urcei-vinesd cnr cps e there henlth

{

Late Yo BN



probloums exist and whot relationship they hive too high gross
alvha and uranium levels in the water., EPA has resnonded that it
will monitor the water for one vear and then determine what action
should be taken.

W.A.R.N, investigators heove now revealed new causes for concern
for water contamination on the reservation. Toxic chemicals 2-4D
and 2-4-5T are used widely in the Pine Ridge area., One of the active

ingredients, dioxin, has been shown to have caused imwnotency, res-

~wnirato and nerve disorders, and cancer in militery veterans
T ry ’ y

exposed to it during the Vietman War. "1080", another extremely
toxic chemical, has been recommended for »nrairie dog control on

the reservation by the U.s3. Fish =nd ./ildlife Jervice. Toxavhene,

a poison that may bring on brain hem~orage or cancer of the liver,
is rumored to be uged a2s o gresshomer spray on the reservation.
Ingineers ot the Indian Health Service have admitted that menv wells
on Pine Ridge are imvroperly canned =z2nd thot, as a result, any of
these surface contaminants could filter down into wrter suopnlies or,
of course, contominate surfoce waters.

In June of 1980, TIHS revealed woter test results for the Pine
Ridge community of 31lim Buttes (another western community) which
indicate gross aloha levels three times the federszl scfety maximum,
IHS has agreed to drill a new well for that community, The sewage
system at the town of Pine Ridre hos beoclked uv, dumping raw sewage
into arez streams.

Alternative water sunnlies have vet not been received and are
still being demanded. IHS claims lock of money to »rovide this water
or to establish a »nreventive hezlth study or »rogrmm -t Pine Ridge. |
The Aberdeen Area Office, however, zdmits having turned one million
dollars in unused ‘monies back to the U.S. Government in the last
fiscal year.

Due to local dissatisfaction with the reosynonse of federal
agencies, W.A.R.N. is wresently organi-ing an indevendent cowprehen—
sive investigation by medical =»nd environnent=l exnerts into the
health problems on Pine Ridge, their causes, and their relationship
to envirommental contomineonts on the reservation. Also in reanonce
to 1local concerns, the reservation tribal govermment has annointed

a tribal water cuality investigotor cnd hogs crested ~ lecl ~roiccet

to work towar! the return of the Gunnery Runce srea oFf th- recervo-



tion, It is hoped that with or without federal agency support, the people

will have answers to their questions and health problems soon,



